
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time Homily 2017 
 

Take a hold of life!  

 

A minister tells the story of a ninety-eight-year old man whom he calls “one of the 

most inspiring parishioners he has ever met”.  What a chipper old fellow he is!  He 

works six days a week operating America’s last hand-hewn-copper-kettle factory.  

I asked him, says the minister, “How long are going to live?”  Smiling, he said, 

“Oh, I’m planning to live to one hundred!”  “Wow!” the minister exclaimed, “How 

can I live to be one hundred?”  “Very simple,” he replied, “anybody can live to be 

one hundred.  All you have to do is live to be ninety-nine and then be very 

careful!”  

 

What to do with our life?  Life is always put before us as pure gift and what do we 

do with it?  Do we take a hold of it?   

 

After my first Sunday in a new parish setting, a father was driving home with his 

teenage son and he asked him, “What do you think of our new pastor and priest?”  

The teenage son responded, “Well he sure loves his job!”   

 

Do we take a hold of life put before us each moment?   

 

The Letter to the Philippians offers us all a daily remedy to embrace life: “Seek 

whatever is true, honorable, just, pure, lovely, and gracious.”  Help the vineyard 

that God has put each of us in.  Truth can lead to accepting what our gifts are and 

are not, and help us grow in right relationship (justice) with God, others and 

ourselves.  Truth invites us gratitude for our gifts and the ability to develop them.  

Truth fosters appreciation of others’ gifts.  Then when we mourn what we lack, we 

discover that we have all we need, or we find ways to seek what we need without 

destroying another. Pray, “Look down from heaven, and see, take care of this vine, 

and protect what your right hand has planted.”   Let it be enough.   

 

The words of Blessed Cardinal John Henry Newman:  “Don’t worry that one day 

you might die, rather worry that you may have never lived.”  Yes, take a hold of 

life and produce much fruit in the vineyard that God puts before us each and every 

day.     

 

 


